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This First Voice study guide was created for Earth. Dance 2020 , a community event that was scheduled to take place in Japantown in celebration 
of the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day. Sadly, this event was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. On Friday, March 13, 2020 , a Public Health 
Order was issued prohibiting all non-essential events oflOO or more persons, and on Monday, March 16, 2020, a “shelter in place” order was issued 
for all residents of San Francisco. While this event was not able to happen, First Voice would like to express our deep gratitude to the many artists, 
educators and community members who graciously said “yes” to supporting this intergenerational celebration of Earth Day in Japantown. 

The study guide is now shared as an open resource for future learning. The document also serves to record plans upended by an unprecedented 
global crisis. Our lives are changed now, but we persevere. This pandemic has taught us that our beautiful planet is very small and we are very 
fragile. As people have done for millennia, we dance for Mother Earth and we celebrate LIFE, even in the midst of chaos. 



Thank you for 
joining us as 
we inaugurate a new 
matsuri in Japantown, 
the New OBON for 
All Ancestors on the 
50th Anniversary 
of larth Day. 

We gather to dance 
together in the Peace 
Plaza in celebration of 
Mother Earth! 

Matsuri (^) is the Japanese word for a festival or holiday. 

For many who come to Japantown, Japanese culture 
is enjoyed through the annual festivals such as Cherry 
Blossom Festival, the Nihonmachi Street Fair, Bon Odori and 
Oshogatsu (New Years) activities. These festivals offer space 
for the community to openly gather together in celebration, 
to engage with rituals that help to revitalize and preserve 
Japantown's culture, tradition, and history. 

San Francisco's Japantown holds a long history dating back 
to the time Japanese immigrants first set foot onto the 
mainland in i860 through redevelopment in the 1960s, and 
up to the present day, and a vibrant diversity of cultures has 
shaped Japantown. This new matsuri, The New OBON for All 
Ancestors, calls upon the traditions of many ancestors who 
have set foot on this beautiful land and called Japantown 
home. By engaging in the time-tested rituals of storytelling, 
music, craft, and dance, we invite the next generation of 
leaders to claim their place and speak with one voice for 
Mother Earth. 


OFFERINGS TO 
MOTHER EARTH 

Celebrating the 50 th 
Anniversary of Earth Day 

First Voice proudly presents a 
series of artist videos from the 
First Voice family of artists and 
healers. With these offerings, 
we radiate healing energy, and 
resonate in new and ancient 
ways with Mother Earth, so we 
can remember how to love and 
care for Her and one another. 

http://www.firstvoice.org/ 

earth-day-offerings 


EARTH DANCE 2020 



FIRST VOICE EARTH DAY 


EARTH DAY 2020 

April 22, 2020 marks 50 years of EARTH DAY. 

The theme for Earth Day 2020 is climate action. The enormous 
challenge — but also the vast opportunities — of action on 
climate change have distinguished the issue as the most 
pressing topic for the 50th anniversary. 

The first Earth Day in 1970 mobilized millions of Americans 
for the protection of the planet. On April 22,1970, 20 million 
Americans — 10% of the U.S. population at the time — took to 
the streets, college campuses and hundreds of cities to protest 
environmental ignorance and demand a new way forward for 
our planet. The first Earth Day is credited with launching the 
modern environmental movement, is now recognized as the 
planet's largest civic event. 

Earth Day led to passage of landmark environmental laws in 
the United States, including the Clean Air, Clean Water and 
Endangered Species Acts. Many countries soon adopted 
similar laws, and in 2016, the United Nations chose Earth Day 
as the day to sign the Paris Climate Agreement into force. 

https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2Q2Q/ 
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SAN FRANCISCO'S JAPANTOWN is a distinctive place that 
is defined in part by its cultural heritage, its social history, and 
it architectural identity. San Francisco's Japantown, Nibonjin 
machii or Nibonmacbi, is the oldest Japanese community in the 
continental United States. (Nibonjin translates to Japanese 
people, Nihon translates to Japan and macbi to town.) Only 
three Japantowns remain in California with the other two 
located in Los Angeles and San Jose. Japantown is located in 
the area bordered by O'Farrell on the South, Pine on the North, 
Fillmore on the West and Octavia on the East. 

A HISTORY OF DISPLACEMENT & MIGRATION 

Prior to San Francisco’s 1906 earthquake, four Japanese 
enclaves were located in the Western Addition, South Park, 
South of Market and Chinatown areas. After the earthquake 
and fire, Japantown re-established itself in the Western 
Addition, where its core remains today. (South Park survived 
until the 1930 s.) San Francisco’s Japantown, the first and oldest 
of its kind on the continental USA, was established when the 
first wave of Japanese immigrants arrived in San Francisco in 
the 1880s. The consolidation of the community in the Western 
Addition brought more Japanese businesses, shops, churches, 
schools, restaurants, hotels and other organizations, further 
supporting the growth of the community. The neighborhood 
took on a very Japanese character and before long became a 
miniature Ginza known as Nihonmacbi, or Japantown. 

JAPANESE AMERICAN INCARCERATION 

In February 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 
Executive Order 9066, forcing all Japanese of birth or descent, 
including Japanese American citizens of the United States, to 
be relocated from the Pacific coast and interned. By 1943 many 
large sections of the neighborhood remained vacant due to 
the forced internment. The void was quickly filled by thousands 
of African Americans who had left the South to find wartime 
industrial jobs in California as part of the Great Migration. 

REDEVELOPMENT & CHANGE IN JAPANTOWN 

Following the war, some Japanese Americans returned 
to Japantown, followed by new Japanese immigrants and 
investment by the Japanese Government and Japanese 
companies. However, many did not return to the neighborhood, 
instead settling in other parts of the city, or moving out to 
the suburbs altogether. In the 1960s through the 1980s, The 
city’s efforts to rejuvenate the Western Addition with the 
transformation of Geary Street into Geary Boulevard, resulted 
in the displacement of, 10,000 people and more than 60 city 
blocks were cleared by 1970 . 

Today, the area is home to restaurants, supermarkets, indoor 
shopping malls, hotels, banks and other shops. Most of these 
businesses are located in the commercial Japan Center of 
the neighborhood, in a large shopping mall built in the 1960s 
as part of urban renewal efforts. In 2020 , the Japantown 
community continues to collectively envision and sustain 
Japantown into the future, https://www.sfjapantown.org/ 



Model of Japan Center and The Peace Pagoda, designed by Yoshiro 
Taniguchi & Minoru Yamasaki, from the 1965 brochure, “The Peace Pagoda”, 
published by the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency. 


WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

Japanese-American communities have themselves distinguished 
their members with terms like Issei , Nisei and Sansei which describe 
the first, second and third generation of immigrants. Yonsei (IZ 3 
t^, “fourth generation”) is a term for the great-grandchildren of 
Japanese immigrants {Issei). 

Yerba Buena - Yerba buena or hierba buena is the Spanish name 
for a number of aromatic plants, most of which belong to the mint 
family. Yerba buena translates as “good herb”. 

San Francisco - The City of St. Francis is named after St. Francis, 
patron saint of animals and the natural environment. 

Nihonmachi or 02 ^% literally meaning “Japan town” 

or “Japan street”) is a term used to refer to historical Japanese 
communities in Southeast and East Asia. The term has come to 
also be applied to several modern-day communities, though most 
of these are called simply “Japantown”, in imitation of the common 
term “Chinatown”. 

Western Addition - Today, the term Western Addition is generally 
used in two ways: to denote either the development's original 
geographic area or the eastern portion of the neighborhood (also 
called the Fillmore District) that was redeveloped in the 1950s. 

FIRST VOICE - Since 1976, Brenda Wong Aoki and Mark Izu 

have played a central role in the evolution of Asian American 
Art. They founded First Voice in 1997 with a mission to create, 
present and contribute the stories and music of people living 
between worlds. Critical to this mission is “personal experience” 
or “voice” - essential to the authentic representation of the 
people of the United States, http://www.firstvoice.org/ 

Brenda Wong Aoki is archived at the National Storytelling 
Festival as the first nationally recognized Asian Pacific 
Storyteller in the U.S. Her grandfather, Father Peter Chojiro 
Aoki, was one of the first Japanese Christian priests and a 
founding father of Japantown in 1897 

What does it mean for a story to be written in “First- 
person” narrative? Second-person? Third-person? 

Write a story about Japantown or the special 
place that you call home in the narrative 
“voice” of your choosing. 
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CREATION MYTHS 

A creation myth or creation story is a symbolic narrative of how the world began and how people first came to inhabit it. A 
creation myth is usually regarded by those who subscribe to the myth as conveying profound truths, although not necessarily in a 
historical or literal sense. Creation myths commonly describe the ordering of the cosmos from a state of chaos or amorphousness. 
Creation myths are considered sacred accounts and can be found in nearly all known religious traditions. They are all stories with 
a plot and characters who are either deities, human-like figures, or animals, who often speak and transform easily. Creation myths 
were usually developed and passed on through oral traditions, and are found throughout human culture. 

Read HOW THEY USED TO MAKE IT RAIN AT SAN JUAN - A MUTSON OHLONE STORY 


from THE SNAKE THAT LIVED IN THE SANTA CRUZ MOUNTAINS & OTHER 
OHLONE STORIES by Author and Illustrator LINDA YAMANE 

LINDA YAMANE traces her Ohlone ancestry to the Rumsien speakers of the lower Carmel Valley. 
She has devoted many years to researching the history, language, basketry, stories and songs of 
the Montery area Ohlone people. She lives in Seaside, California, and works as an author illustrator, 
graphic designer and cultural demonstrator. 

Read YAMATA NO OROCHl 

Told in English by B. H. CHAMBERLAIN 

This Japanese tale tells the story of a fairy, guardian of the sea, who encounters an eight-headed 
serpent. 

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S DIGITAL LIBRARY collection of Fairy Tales and Folk Tales offers free 
access to these stories and other creation myths from around the world to children around the world. 
The ICDL Foundation promotes tolerance and respect for diverse cultures by providing access to the 
best of children s literature from around the world, http://en.childrenslibrary.org/ 

Read ST. FRANCIS PREACHES TO THE BIRDS 

by Author and Illustrator PETER SCHUMANN 
https://archive.org/details/stfrancispreacheOOunse 

Saint Francis of Assisi founded the Order of the Friars Minor (known as the Franciscans) in 1209- 
The story of St. Francis preaching to the birds is apocryphal, but it clearly represents his special 
sympathy with the natural world and his respect for the spirituality of all living things. This 1992 
publication of the classic tale of St. Francis and the birds is illustrated by Peter Schumann, the 
founder of Bread and Puppet Theater, whose performances derive from ancient folk traditions 
such as street carnivals, medieval morality plays, Sicilian puppetry, and Punch and Judy shows. 




BUNBUKU CHAGAMA (The Wonderful Tea Kettle) 

A Japanese Folktale, told by Storyteller BRENDA AOKI WONG 


Storyteller Brenda Aoki Wong tells the story of the old neglected chiagama (tea kettle) 
that brings unexpected happiness to the Temple of Morinji. Bunbuku Chagama (The 
Wonderful Tea Kettle) is a Japanese folktale or fairy tale about a raccoon dog, a 
tanuki, that uses its shapeshifting powers to reward its rescuer for his kindness. 


DOWNLOAD Audio File (15:38): https://archive.org/details/bunbuku-chagama-by-brenda-wong-aoki 






by lie KOWJfSVjl, 



ST. FRANCIS 
PREACHES 
TO THE BIRDS 
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THE PEACE PAGODA, completed in 1968, was 
designed to reflect an aspiration common to all 
mankind throughout history —the desire for peace. 

Architect Yoshiro Taniguchi said, “I should be very 
happy if I could successfully transplant the authentic 
shibui flavor of the Japanese historical monument 
on the soil of San Francisco.” The Japanese 
aesthetic of shibui draws upon silent, subtle and 
unobtrusive qualities. A person, performance or 
an object can be considered shibui. Taniguchi s 
goal was that the Peace Pagodas beauty and 
spirit, would “be enjoyed by contemporary people 

equipped with a modern sense.” 

THE PEACE PAGODA AND PEACE PLAZA are products of Western 
Addition Redevelopment Area 1, which demolished the core of historic 
Japantown to construct the Japanese Cultural and Trade Center. The Peace 
Pagoda, deliberately placed at the center of the development, was given 
by sister city Osaka to San Francisco, as a symbol of friendship and peace 
between Japan and the United States. 

From the beginning, Peace Plaza and the Peace Pagoda have served as focal 
points for an array of community cultural events, most notably the Cherry Blossom 
Festival and Nihonmachi Street Fair. Thus, although their construction was intimately 
associated with the bitterness of redevelopment, the Peace Pagoda and Peace 
Plaza have in many ways transcended their origin and today serve as the most 
emblematic features of Japantown. In particular, the Peace Pagoda is an iconic 
visual landmark, and in no small measure can be viewed as a physical manifestation 
of the community’s identity and perseverance. It is a remarkable duality—that the 
signature element of the neighborhood’s redevelopment has been reclaimed by the 
community as a place to bear witness to both its past and future. 

— San Francisco Planning Draft Landmark Designation Report (2015) 

The design process for the upcoming renovation of the Japantown 
Peace Plaza welcomed community ideas and feedback. https://www. 
japantowntaskforce.org/peace-plaza-renovation-project 




The Peace Pagoda is surmounted by 
a kurin, a thin, circular bronze spire 
covered in nine rings. At the tip of 
the spire is an ornamental gold ball 
with a flaming head called a honshu. 


Landscape and its related arts have never been 
“accessories” for the lives of Japanese and 
Japanese Americans. It is rather a source of 
identity, an opportunity for spiritual breathing, a 
place for communication and education, and also 
inspiration for creative ideas. 

In the Peace Plaza, you can find examples 
of Japanese concepts that strive for a more 
harmonious and sustainable lifestyle. 

Mottainai What a shame to waste 

Kodomono For the sake of the children 

no tame ni 

Banbutsu Interconnectedness 


DESIGN 

Kanso 

Fu kinsei 

Shibumi 

Shizen 

Yugen 

Datsuzoku 

Shijima 

Wa 

Ma 

Yohaku no bi 


Simplicity or elimination of clutter 
Asymmetry or irregularity 
Beautiful by being understated 
Naturalness absence of pretense 
Suggestion rather than revelation 
Freedom from habit or formula 

Tranquility or an energized calm or 
stillness 

Harmony, peace balance 

Empty spatial void, interval of 
space or time 

Appreciation of the beauty found 
in what is implied, unstated or 
unexpressed 

— SF Planning Commission 

“JAPANTOWN Special Area 

Design Guidelines (12/06/2019) 





2019 Northern Cherry Blossom Festival 


New Obon, 2015 


Freestyling, 2015 
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THE CIRCLE DANCE is a style of dance done in a circle 
or semicircle to musical accompaniment, such as rhythm 
instruments and singing. Circle dancing is probably the oldest 
known dance formation and was part of community life from 
when people first started to dance. 

Dancing in a circle is an ancient tradition common to many 
cultures for marking special occasions, rituals, strengthening 
community and encouraging togetherness. The dance can also 
be enjoyed as an uplifting group experience or as part of a 
meditation. Circle dances are choreographed to many different 
styles of music and rhythms. 

OBON or Bon (S) is a Japanese Buddhist custom to honor the 
spirits of ones ancestors. Bon Odori (Japanese: 5mSiO), meaning 
simply Bon dance, is a style of dancing performed during Obon. 
Originally a Nenbutsu folk dance to welcome the spirits of the 
dead, the style of celebration varies in many aspects from region 
to region. Each region has a local dance, as well as different 
music. The music can be songs specifically pertinent to the 
spiritual message of Obon, or local folk songs, and the Bon 
dance will look and sound different from region to region. The 
typical Bon dance involves people lining up in a circle to dance. 
Today, the dance may be done with different styles of music, 
but the purpose is the same: inviting people to dance together, 
regardless of their age or nationality, to honor their ancestors. 

FREESTYLE DANCE, or 

dance improvisation, is the 
when you spontaneously 
make movement with your 
body. This means you’re not 
following choreography; 
just moving. Since freestyle 
dancing is about your own 
original voice, there is no 
wrong way to do it.” 



Circle dance around The Japantown 
Mandala by artist Nancy Horn, 2015 


The arts are what will inspire us to press 
forward, keep hope alive, and carry on... 

EXPLORE CIRCLE DANCES 

... Native dances ultimately remind people of their 
connection to all living things and unite people with 
the world around them. Whether invoking clouds, 
rain, growth, ancestral spirits, or hunters prey—or 
even fusing intercultural histories—Native dances 
express core beliefs about the world and the most 
fundamental relationships upon which life depends. 

— Cecile R. Ganteaume, Curator 

The Smithsonian National Museum of the American 
Indian “Circle of Dance” presents ten social and 
ceremonial dances from throughout the Americas. 

https://americanindian.si.edu/static/exhibitions/ 

circleofdance/ 





Suite J-Town: A Walk Through Time, 2015 


San Francisco Obon, 2017 
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Students from Rooftop Alternative School visit Ruth Asawa's 
Origami Fountains in Japantown, 2004 - 

ORIGAMI 


(ori meaning “folding” and kami meaning “paper”) 
is the Japanese art of folding paper into decorative 
shapes and figures. 



Visit the FIRST VOICE website to read 
TWILIGHT CRANE and other stories 

by BRENDA AOKI WONG 
http://www.firstvoice.org/education 


THE ORIGAMI FOUNTAINS by artist RUTH ASAWA (1926 2013) were 
installed in 1977 along the meandering river of stones on Buchanan Mall, 
between Post and Sutter Streets in Japantown. As a child, Ruth learned how 
to fold origami, and she experimented with paper, folding flower-inspired 
forms, to create the fountains. She also cast bakers clay objects made by the 
children of family-owned shops along the Mall to make the concrete bas- 
relief benches inspired by Japanese fairy tales. First fabricated from corten 
steel, the fountains weathered poorly and were removed by The City in 
1996. Thanks to community fundraising efforts, the fountains were recast, in 
bronze from molds made of the originals, and reinstalled on the Mall in 1999 - 



Learn about the life and work of artist Ruth Asawa, who was 
affectionately called “The Fountain Lady,” as the creator of 
many public fountains in San Francisco, https://ruthasawa.com/ 


PAPER TREE is a family-owned and operated retail store specializing in 
Japanese papers and the art of origami, celebrating fifty years as a retail 
store in Japantown. Prior to opening the store located on Buchanan 
Mall, the Mihara family owned a publishing and import business called 
Oriental Culture Books in the 1950s, also based in Japantown. The 
Mihara s published one of the first origami books in English in the 1950s 
and today their grandchildren and great-grandchildren continue the 
tradition of teaching and sharing origami around the world. 



Visit the Paper Tree website to find instructions for Mihara 
Family origami favorites. Try folding an origami box to keep your 
blue marble safe, https://paper-tree.com/pages/media 


TSURU FOR SOLIDARITY is a nonviolent, direct action project of 
Japanese American social justice advocates working to end detention sites 
and support front-line immigrant and refugee communities that are being 
targeted by racist, inhumane immigration policies. TSURU means crane 
in Japanese, and symbolizes peace, compassion, hope and healing. In the 
traditional Japanese folk art of paper folding, origami cranes are a popular, 
easy-to-learn figure that children and adults of all abilities can create. 



Join the Tsuru for Solidarity community call to make and string 
paper cranes, https://tsuruforsolidarity.org/tsuru-resources/ 




The students at Dianne Feinstein Elementary fold cranes, 2020 . 


Suite J-Town: A Walk Through Time, 2015. 
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THE BLUE MARBLES PROJECT 


“CIRCULAR FASHION can be defined as clothes, shoes or 
accessories that are designed, sourced, produced and provided 
with the intention to be used and circulated responsibly and 
effectively in society for as long as possible in their most 
valuable form, and hereafter return safely to the biosphere when 
no longer of human use." (Anna Brismar, Green Strategy , 2017 ) 

A 2018 report by the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP) outlined the impact of the fashion industry and current 
patterns of consumption on the health of the planet. 

“The fashion industry produces 20 per cent of global wastewater and 70 
per cent of global carbon emissions - more than all international flights and 
maritime shipping Textile dyeing is the second largest polluter of water globally 
and it takes around2,000 gallons of water to make a typical pair of jeans. 

Every second, the equivalent of one garbage truck of textiles is 
landfilled or burned. If nothing changes, by 2050 the fashion industry 
will use up a quarter of the worlds carbon budget. Washing clothes also 
releases half a million tonnes of microfibres into the ocean every year.” 

Traditional Japanese clothing, such as 
kimonos worn for special occasions and 
ceremonies, are often hand-sewn, hand- 
dyed and hand-painted. Treasured articles 
of clothing are constructed to last, to be 
passed from generation to generation. 
Simple handmade articles of clothing can 
also become rich in meaning and memory. 
Boro , the Japanese art of mending, uses 
hand-sewing to revive clothing through 
recycling, repair and repurposing. Today, 
designers are turning to “boro" to create 
unique handmade articles of clothing. 



Sashiko detail on a 
mid-19th century kimono; 
Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. 



Do you have a well-loved article of clothing to 
repair? Try sashiko mending with SFMCD@Home! 
https://sfmcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/ 

MCD(a)HomeShashiko.pdf 



Suite J-Town: A Walk Through Time, 2015. 


Help us to pass a Blue Marble through the hands of 
everyone on Earth. 

This gratitude project was started in 2009 by ocean 
scientist Dr. Wallace J Nichols. Today, over a million 
blue marbles have been shared around the world. 

Each blue marble reminds us that we are connected to 
each other, emotionally and biologically. It symbolizes 
the deep connection between people and this planet 
that astronaut Eugene Cernan described as “the most 
beautiful star in the heavens — the most beautiful 
because its the one we understand and we know, 
its home, its people, family, love, life — and besides 
that it is beautiful." Looking at that small blue marble 
at the end of an outstretched arm invites a shift in 
perspective: we sometimes forget that from a million 
miles away we look so small and insignificant. 

Astronomer Carl Sagan 
wrote of the Earth he 
described as a “pale blue 
dot” seen from a million 
miles away: 

“ That's home. That’s 
us. On it everyone you 
love, everyone you know, 
everyone you ever heard 
of, every human being who 
ever was, lived out their 
lives... 

Each blue marble tells us that everything we do on this 
planet matters. We thank you for your participation in 
the Earth Dance on Earth Day with this special gift. 

When you receive your Blue Marble: 

• Hold your blue marble at arm's length. This is how 
our water planet looks from one million miles away 
- beautiful small and blue. 

• Think of someone who makes the Earth a better 
place. Pass along your blue marble to them & ask 
them to do the same. 

• Share your story creatively with the world. 



Blue Marble, 2012 

Image Credit: NASA/NOAA/GSFC/ 
Suomi NPP/VlIRS/Norman Kuring 


Martin Luther King Jr. Middle 
School art teacher Marissa 
Bergman wants to share 
MU — a Zen concept meaning 
nothing, before words, 
awareness. MU is also a 2013 
First Voice production, set in 
the deep blue sea before the 
dawn of time. MU teaches us 
that everything is connected. 
https://vimeo.com/549700409 



7 























ptt2£r \Joice 


“Every moment of our lives contain a kernel of what 
is to come and the flower of what has been.” 



FIRST VOICE began 44 years ago when playwright/storyteller BRENDA 
WONG AOKI and jazz composer/musician MARK IZU first started working 
together; in 1997 they incorporated as a 501 (c)( 3 ) to support the ongoing 
creation and presentation of their multi-disciplinary work. Over the years, they 
have worked with artists from Japan {MU, 2013 and The Legend of Morning 
Glory, 2008), Hong Kong {Kuan-Yin: Our Lady of Compassion, 2002), and 
the Cherokee Nation {Fire in Heaven, 2003 ); as well as African-American 
Civil Rights poet John O’Neal {Ballad of the Bones, 1999 ), to name just a few. 
Recent premieres include Suite J-Town ( 2015 , site-specific work, Japantown), 
Uncle Gunjiros Girlfriend (1998, 2016 , Yerba Buena Center for the Arts), and 
Aunt Lilys Flower Book: 700 Years of Legalized Racism (201 7 , Fort Mason; 2018 , 
Herbst Theatre.) The artists have been recipients of Emmys, Dramalogue, 
Critics Circle, Indie Award, NEA Theater Fellowship, Wattis Artists, U.S.- 
Japan Creative Arts Fellowship. They have been commissioned by the U.S. Congress, the NEA, the MAP Fund, the California Arts 
Council, the Kenneth Rainin Foundation, The Asian Arts Council, the Japan Foundation, San Francisco Grants for the Arts, and the 
San Francisco Arts Commission. Their Hewlett 50 Commission will premiere at the Presidio Theatre as part of CAAM Fest 2021. 


Brenda and Mark were founding faculty at Stanford’s Institute for Diversity in the Arts. Mark is a member of the Japantown Task 
Force Culture District. Brenda was awarded a Nikkei in Education award for her contribution as a curriculum developer and 
teacher with the SFUSD. Both Brenda and Mark have served the City of San Francisco as artists and cultural workers since 1976. 
They continue to mentor, teach and perform internationally. 



AYANA YONESAKA is a rising San Francisco choreographer. She was born and raised 
in Sapporo, Japan and at the age of seven began modern dance performing in Japan, 
Russia and China. In 2009, she moved to the city to study dance at San Francisco State 
University graduating in 2013 . She was mentored by First Voice during Suite J-town in 
2015 , where she first choreographed this Peace Dance. Her dance incorporates the 
people who historically live in the Fillmore-Black and Japanese. It has obon movements, 
African and Hip Hop. Later, First Voice curated a 'Moments’ performance for her in the 
First Voice studio that developed into an evening length dance work presented a Knuth 
Hall at SFSU. She is the founder and artistic director of her company Ayanadancearts. 


JAPANTOWN COMMUNITY BENEFIT DISTRICT 

W The Japantown Community Benefit District 
Japantown Community (JCBD), established in the Japantown Peace 
Benefit District Inc. Plaza on September 27 , 2017, is working with 
key community organizations and groups to 
ensure the future viability of the greater Japantown neighborhood. 
Through economic business development for property owners and 
merchants, beautification of public spaces for all to enjoy and a safe 
livable environment, Japantown will continue to thrive as a culturally rich, 
authentic, and economically vibrant neighborhood which will continue 
to serve as the cultural heart of the Japanese and Japanese American 
communities for generations to come, https://www.jtowncbd.org/ 


JAPANTOWN TASK FORCE, INC. 

The Japantown Task Force was 
\V | | ml created in 2001 in order to continue 
the work of the previous 50 -member 
Japantown Planning, Preservation, and 
Development Task Force organization. The mission 
of JTF is to preserve and develop Japantown, 
strengthen the ethnic diversity, and create an 
atmosphere of safety, beauty, vitality, and prosperity. 
https://www.japantowntaskforce.org/ 


0 BRENDA WONG AOKI, First Voice 
MARK IZU, First Voice 
AYANA YONESAKA, Choreographer 
ARISA NAKAMURA, Fi rst Voice Communications Mgr. 
NATASHA TAMATE WEISS, First Voice Social Media Mgr. 
ANDI WONG, Project Coordinator 

NEW OBON FOR ALL ANCESTORS (2020) Study Guide 

created by Andi Wong for First Voice 


COMMUNITY PARTICIPANTS 

ROOFTOP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Cynthia Vaughn, Katie Vanhootegen, Teachers 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Marissa Bergman, Teacher 

MERCY HIGH SCHOOL 

Ayana Yonesaka, Teacher 

Community Sensei Mary Ann Cruz, Mara Grimes, 
Norma Rodriguez, Jessica Thompson, Susan Sanford, 
Judy Toupin, Lorraine Valdespino, Victor Yan 
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SINCE 1976 , WE TELL OUR STORY • PASS ON HISTORY • GROW OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE 






